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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-261
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President Boyer
Date of Introduction: April 11, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: NCIS, PHS
Date of Analysis: April 13, 2017
Type of Action: Charter amendment
Bill Summary: This bill amends Section 518.419 (Foundation, Walls and Roof), Part 4 (Property Standards) Subpart B (Minimum Conditions), Chapter 518 (Jacksonville Property Safety and Maintenance Code), Ordinance Code, to add a new provision requiring certain multiple dwelling units to have a self-closing screen door for protection against mosquitoes, flies and other insects; and provides for the delay of implementation of this provision.
Background Information:  There is a major concern about mosquitoes and ventilation related to dwellings without central heat and air. According to the Florida Department of Health, mosquito-borne diseases are diseases that can be spread through the bite of mosquitoes. These diseases may be caused by a virus, also known as arboviruses, or can be caused by parasites. Several of the mosquito species found in Florida are capable of transmitting diseases to humans, horses, and other animals. Symptoms of these illnesses can range from mild to very severe. Therefore, public safety must be a priority. 

The installation of a self-closing screen door allows the resident to open an entry door to allow additional light and increased ventilation in the home while blocking flying insects or other airborne debris from entering the residence. Other benefits of the self-closing screen doors include additional level of safety, air, light, and views. 
Policy Impact Area: Public Health and Safety, Mosquito Control Division 
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Mitchell
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